Picton Golf & Country Club:

By RGN Staff

Overlooking picturesque Picton Bay in the heart of Prince Edward County it is easy to see how the

Pride Of A County

location was selected for the Picton Golf & Country Club more than a century ago. Gentle breezes
matched with stunning views create a faultiess backdrop to enjoy the ancient game.

Formany years the golf club was like many atiached
{o a rural Ontario community of just 4,000 citizens.
Most of the play came from club members and the
occasional guest but few sought to play it from afar.
That all changed less than a decade ago whenthe
golf ciub that had known enly nine holes since its
inception in 1807 blossomed into eighteen holes
and whole new realm of recognition.

Of course, many are yet to discover this little slice
of goli heaven in a county that is becoming
increasingly popular with tourists cue to elements
like the growing wine industry, "Alot of people that
play here are quite surprised,” says Board: of
Director member Barry Denman as we talk ona
daywhen the parking lot at the cub is swelling with
traffic. “Some say they didn't know we wera even
here but that is changing.”
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Denman says 2010 has been a hoom year for the
club with increases in nat only green fee play but
membership levels as well. Evenwith the success
there is sl plenty of room for new gelfeers. Aconcerted
effort has been made to ensure that green fee gelfers
also have access 1o prime tee times and, in typical
Picton fashion, are greeted warmly duning their visits.

Of course there is great reason for all goifers to
make the journey to the club that is less than a half
heursouth ofthe 401. Withthe development ofthe
new holes and lots of progressive action by the
Board, Picton is still evolving. While still retaining
the charm and hesitage of their past they are working
to ensure they mest the demands of the modem goifer,

The biggest way they do that is the goif course itself
— one that simply shocks some first fime visitors

with its quality and conditioning, with no
exaggeration. After their Senior Men's Invitational
this past Spring more than a few parficipants were
still talking about “the best greens they had even
seen” weeks after their visit.

*For most of the golfers they find the course fair, not
termibly long, but a great test," asserts Denham when
asked about the response of first time players.

While plenty of work is being done to merge the
medern hole designs with the original layout, they do
strike a nice balance. The fact that the newer holes
were blended infothe routing (they can be found on
heles 3-8 and 11-13) rather than separate nines helped
this process. Also facilitating the development was
the very imporiant fact that the course architect of
record, Steven Ward, just happens to be a club
member and a member of the Beard of Directors.
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